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l. 1In Octeber 1952, the Bulgerian M:inistry of Defense took the following steps
in an ex‘perimental partial mobilization:

© &, Suddenly ordered a vast recall of all reservists from 25 to 35 years of
age}

b. Recalled to service thousands of eitizens; the recall was effected by
means of draft cerds delivered to those concerned by civilians who were
generally Communist activists;

@, Established a check on the resulting action of those recalled;

d, Commendeered horse-drawn and suto transport from verious state firms to-
gether with the personnel to operate the vehicles;

8, Reguisitioned a large mumber of school buildings to billet reservists;

. By means of truck conveys, transported reservists f:fom assembly points
to replacement centers; and

g. Shipped the necessary arms and equipment to replacement centers.
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The Ministry of Defense put into operation an efficient and widespread or-
ganization for the experimental mobilization by exploiting the cellular
structure of the Communist Party dowm to hamlet and even house level, thereby
gathering approximately 50,000 men under &rms.

During the summer of 1952, all reserve officers, nonzommissipned officers,
and men of all btranches of the service between 25 and 35 years of age were
recalled together with Air Force and Army specialists and internal and fron-
bier security uwnlisy the recall was followed by a short period of training.
The short daration of the training indicated that the recall was an experi-
maah dn partial mobilizatiion,

From o comparison of the activity mentioned in paragraphs 1 and 3 above with
that which took place in 1951, when & partial recall of reserve officers and
nencommissioned officers was effected in the Second and Third Bulgarian Armies
(which was probably a vertical recall of non-peacetime units) and & census and
epeck of all transport means was made, it may be concluded that in Bulgaria a
large and complex effort has been undertaken to study problems inherent to mo--
{iization by means of a series of perjodies experimental recalls.
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